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AIR MAIL 

Dr.  Alan Gregg 
Big Sur, C a l i f o r n i a  

Dear D r .  Gregg: 

I do want t o  thank you again and most s incerely f o r  your kindness i n  
spending the  t i m e  you did with us the other day. 
t o  our thinking of the  utmost value. 

We found your contribution 

After you left,Jack Forsythe and I discussed your plan t o  wri te  t o  
the  ed i tors  of various journals urging them t o  lend e d i t o r i a l  support t o  
the  Hill-Kennedy b i l l .  It occurred t o  us t h a t  i f  such l e t t e r s  are t o  be 
r e a l l y  effect ive they had bes t  be wr i t ten  j u s t  as soon as possible and 
without waiting f o r  t he  b i l l  t o  be introduced. 
undertake t o  wri te  such l e t t e r s ,  if you were t o  send us a l i s t  of those 
t o  whom they were addressed we could m a i l  the  same people -- " A t  D r .  Gregg's 
request" -- copies of t he  b i l l  as soon as it w a s  i n  pr in t .  
know, most journals are s e t  up a month o r  two before ac tua l  publication 
it occurred t o  us t h a t  it might be des i rab le  t o  s o  a l e r t  the ed i tors  s o  
t h a t  they might perhaps be wi l l i ng  t o  save space f o r  such an e d i t o r i a l  as 
you are  suggesting and ge t  it i n  as ear ly  an ed i t ion  as  possible. I think 
t h i s  is  par t icu lar ly  desirable  inasmuch as the  grea tes t  value such edi- 
t o r i a l s  i n  professional journals might have would r e s u l t  f rom t h e i r  stimu- 
l a t i n g  the wr i sngof  e d i t o r i a l s  i n  the regular  l a y  press. Whereas members 
of t he  Congress might not be pa r t i cu la r ly  influenced by an e d i t o r i a l  i n  a,  
t o  them, more o r  l e s s  obscure professional journal,  they do respond t o  
e d i t o r i a l s  appearing i n  t h e i r  own home town newspapers. I would hope t h a t  
your l e t t e r s  would r e s u l t  i n  t he  ed i tors  of  the  professional journals ad- 
v i s ing  t h e i r  readers somewhat along the  following l i nes :  

Should you agree and 

Since, as you 

Whenever men of medicine fee l  it urgently necessary, i n  
the i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  public good and t h e i r  own profession, 
t o  strongly oppose proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  (as i n  the  case of 
t he  social ized medicine b i l l )  they have no hes i ta t ion  i n  
approaching the  ed i tors  of l o c a l  newspapers, explaining the  
s i t ua t ion  t o  them as they see it and urging t h a t  the  l o c a l  
ed i tors  write e d i t o r i a l s  i n  opposition t o  such b i l l s .  This 
i s  wel l  and good and as it should be. It has, however, one 
ser ious drawback. 
public mind an impression t h a t  men of medicine are always 
opposing l e g i s l a t i v e  attempts t o  a c t  i n  the  f i e l d  of health. 

To date  it has undeniably l e f t  i n  t h e  
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Now medicine has a chance t o  again do a worthwhile job 
Here i s  a and a t  the  same time t o  cor rec t  t h a t  impression. 

b i l l  -- the  Hill-Kennedy b i l l  t o  create a Mational Library 
of Medicine -- which every professional person i n  the  country 
shold and w i l l  wholeheartedly support. Instead of t e l l i n g  
one another about the  f a c t  t h a t  w e  endorse t h i s  b i l l ,  l e t  us 
on this occasion do as we have done i n  the  past. Let us go 
t o  the  ed i to r s  of our l o c a l  papers and j u s t  as vigorously 
explain the reasons why they should j o i n  us i n  urging i t s  
prompt passage. Let us take t h i s  opportunity of showing 
the  press,  the public and our l e g i s l a t o r s  t h a t  we can be 
j u s t  as vigorous i n  advancing the cause of sound l e g i s l a t i o n  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  of hea l th  as we are  i n  opposing measures which 
w e  believe would adversely affect the  publ ic 's  health. 

If such a sequence (Gregg t o  professional ed i tor ,  publication date,  
r ece ip t  by professional audience, approach t o  l a y  ed i tor ,  publication of 
l a y  e d i t o r i a l ,  communication of same t o  members of Congress) i s  t o  happen 
i n  time t o  produce optimum results, I think you w i l l  agree t h a t  it were 
bes t  i n i t i a t e d  immediately. 

We make t h i s  suggestion hes i tan t ly  and with ful l  consciousness t h a t  

I n  t h a t  case, please just fo rge t  it and don't take t h e  time 
there  may be many and excel lent  reasons why you might w e l l  decide it t o  be 
ill-advised. 
t o  comment on it. 

The b i l l  i s  now being redraf ted by our  l e g i s l a t i v e  counsel along the  
l i n e s  which w e  discussed. 
Senators t o  review not  la ter  than midweek next. 

We would hope t h a t  he w i l l  have it ready f o r  the  

I am at taching hereto the l i s t  of members of the  Armed Services Com- 
mittees,  which you requested. 

Again OUT most s incere  thanks, both f o r  your help and f o r  t he  sense 
of enthusiasm concerning t h i s  b i l l  which you have managed t o  insp i re  i n  
all of US. 

Sincerely yo "r 
Professional S ta f f  Member 

Enclosure 

WGR:hp 



SENATE ARMi3D SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Richard B. Russell,  of Georgia Leverett  Sa l tons t a l l ,  of  Ylssachusetts 
Harry Flood Byrd, of Virginia 
Lyndon B. Johnson, of Texas Ralph E. Flanders, of Vermont 
Estes Kefauver, of Tennessee Margaret Chase Smith, of Maine 
John Stennis,  of Mississippi Francis Case,, of South Dakota 
S tua r t  Symington, of Missouri James H. Duff, of Pennsylvania 
Henry M. Jackson, of Washington Herman Welker, of Idaho 
Sam J. Ervin, Jr., of North Carolina 

S ty les  Bridges, of New Hampshire 

HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 

C a r l  Vinson, of Georgia 
Overton Brooks, of Louisiana 
P a u l  J. Kilday, of Texas 
Carl T. Durham, of North Carolina 
L. Kendel Rivers, of  South Carolina 
Ph i l ip  J. Philbin,  of  Massachusetts 
F. Edward Hebert, of Louisiana 
Arthur Winstead, of Mississippi 
Melvin Price,  of I l l i n o i s  
0. C. Fisher,  of Texas 
Porter  Hardy, Jr., o f  Virginia 
W i l l i a m  J. Green, Jr., of Pa. 
Clyde Doyle, of  Cal i fornia  
Victor Wickersham, of Oklahoma 
George P. Miller, of Cal i fornia  
Charles E. Bennett, of Flor ida 
Lester Holtzman, of New York 
Robert H. Mollohan, of  W. Virginia 
Richard E. Lankford, o f  Maryland 
George Huddleston, Jr., of Alabama 
E. L. (Bob) B a r t l e t t ,  o f  Alaska 
A. Fernos-Isern, of Puerto Rico 

Dewey Short ,  of Missour i  
Lesl ie  C. Arends, of I l l i n o i s  
W. S t e r l i ng  Cole, of New York 
Leroy Johnson, of Cal i fornia  
Leon H. Gavin, of Pennsylvania 
Walter Norblad, of Oregon 
James E. Van Zandt, of Pennsylvania 
James T. Patterson, of Connecticut 
Paul  Cunningham, of Iowa 
W i l l i a m  H. Bates, of  Massachusetts 
W i l l i a m E .  Hess, of Ohio 
Charles P. Nelson, of Maine 
James P. S.  Devereux, of Maryland 
Alvin E. O'Konski, of Wisconsin 
W i l l i a m  G. Bray, of Indiana 
Robert C. Wilson, of Cal i fornia  
Frank C.  Osmers, Jr., of  New Jersey 
Y r s .  Joseph R. Farrington, of H a w a i i  


